THE COLLEGE APPLICATION GUIDE can assist you to apply to college.  Please study it carefully and prayerfully, taking note of the Application Checklist on page 10.  Discuss it with your parents as they will need to provide information to complete your financial aid forms.  Contact the Guidance Office with any questions you may have.

What preliminary steps should I follow in applying to college?

1. Speak with your parents.  Then contact the Guidance Office to discuss your plans, college choices and major.  When choosing colleges out of state, always consider their closeness to a church where the truth is heard regularly.  Pursuit of a college education is never a reason to neglect your soul.

2. Plan an application list by October of your senior year (earlier for Early Decision Candidates) with a minimum of four schools: your first choice; one “reach” school; one “no problem”; a “likely” or “50-50”.

3. Request applications at each college website.

4. Review your transcript for accuracy with the Guidance Office BEFORE sending it.

5. Review applications carefully for deadlines and follow directions.  Make a copy of the original and do a draft before the actual application.  You can catch errors on the draft and also have a copy.

6. Most colleges ask for the following information:

     School Address: 164 Jacksonville Road, Pompton Plains, NJ  07444

     SchoolPhone/Fax/email: 973-628-7400/973-628-0461/petergreendyk@verizon.net
     School CEEB Code: 311-249

     Your Social Security #: _______ - _____ - __________

7. If required, prepare your college essay.  If you need help, ask your English teacher or the Guidance Office.

YOUR ADMISSIONS PACKET

The standard college application packet that the Guidance Office will mail for you in a 9X12 envelope will probably include the following:


1. Official Guidance Office Recommendation Letter;


2. Current NRCHS Profile;


3. Official transcript with SAT and/or ACT and AP scores;


4. Most recent senior year report card;

5. Other recommendation letters (if not completed online or mailed separately);


6. Your completed application with a check (if you haven’t applied online).

If all your college application information will go in one envelope, you must give all your documents to the Guidance Office TWO WEEKS before mailing.  Most students complete their application online and pay with a credit/debit card at that time.  If you do apply with a hard copy, mail the check with the application.  The Guidance Office follows up with supporting documents.  You may also have references mail their letters of recommendation separately with addressed envelopes and postage you provide.

REFERENCES

Most college applications will require or welcome some kind of personal reference.  Be sure to secure permission from any reference BEFORE filing the application.  Possible references include teachers, a youth group leader, an employer, a close professional friend of the family, etc.  Many colleges ask you to supply the e-mail address of the references you supply and then e-mail them a link to an on-line reference form.  A college may also supply you with individual reference forms or ask for an essay-type assessment of you.   We suggest that you:

1. Ask the person whether they would be willing to write on your behalf and/or supply their email address.

2. Supply them with a self-addressed, stamped envelope (if they will be mailing it back to you or the college) as well as the reference form.  Print you name on the inside of the envelope flap so they will remember who requested the reference.

3. Make requests well before the application deadline.  Don’t pressure a reference!

4. VERY IMPORTANT – Write a personalized thank you note within two weeks.

When reference forms are supplied, each college’s form should be completed by your reference.  If several colleges require an essay, you may photocopy the essay or politely ask the reference to print out several copies if they word-processed it.  If only one reference is required, make it academic.  If several are required, make one academic, one activity or work-related, and the third may come from the category of your choice.     

SHOULD I VISIT COLLEGES? Yes.  Read “The College Visit/Interview” on page 5.

WHAT STANDARDIZED TESTS SHOULD I TAKE IN HIGH SCHOOL?

1. Check admissions requirements for necessary tests.  You are responsible to make sure you take the required tests.  The Guidance Office will issue registration info about the PSAT, SAT I (and II if required), and the ACT.  You may register for the SAT at www.collegeboard.com; for the ACT at www.actstudent.org. Check deadlines!  
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2. Take the PSAT your sophomore and junior year.  The sophomore year scores don’t count towards the NMSQT but it’s good practice for $14.00 and we always offer it here in NRCHS.  This year it’s on Wednesday, October 16, 2013.

3. Take the SAT at least in the Spring of Junior year and in the fall of Senior year.  When registering you need to scan or upload your mugshot electronically for ID.

4. Take the SAT II if required by colleges to which you’re applying.

5. Many western schools require the American College Test (ACT).  Increasingly, many eastern schools do.  Follow the procedure in number 1. (www.actstudent.org)

6. Although SAT (or ACT) and AP scores will be included on your transcript, most colleges request that these scores be sent directly to them from the CEEB.  There is a space on the test forms to indicate where you want your scores sent.

7. Check SAT dates frequently on the high school hallway bulletin board.  Be aware!
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HOW DO I APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID?

Cost is important when selecting a college, but don’t get scared.  In one sense, a college is a business and you are their prospective customer.  Colleges are willing to give you an education on credit or they would have many less “customers”.  Although most students need financial aid, do yourself a big favor.  Don’t waste your earnings.  Tithe to the church and save the rest.  The less aid you need the better, and a healthy savings account at a local bank may increase its willingness to lend you money if needed.

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the form most colleges use to determine financial aid.  Our school receives some FAFSA’s in early December.  You file after January 1.  Most students file FAFSA online at www.fafsa.gov.  Do it.

1. Research scholarship information from the list at the back of this guide as well as from the Guidance Office and all colleges to which you apply.  Note all the deadlines.                        

a. FAFSA - On the FAFSA your federal information is automatically forwarded                 to NJ State for grants and scholarships opportunities.

b. Ebenezer NRC Loan for prospective teachers
c. NRCHS Academic Scholarship

2. Check out scholarship web sites such as www.fastweb, www.scholarships.com, etc.

3. Get info about all federal and state opportunities in the Guidance Office.  There are several free pamphlets available.
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4. Banks that lend through the Guaranteed Student Loan program often require that an applicant have an account with them for 6 to 12 months before applying.

PROCEDURE FOR SUBMITTING COLLEGE APPLICATION

1. Request your own college information by visiting websites for virtual tours, view books and applications that can be downloaded for completion or filed on-line.  Follow application instructions carefully.  Most colleges use two systems.

a. With mail-in applications, you mail the completed, signed application with a check to the college and the Guidance Office then follows up with all other info within two weeks…or you submit your completed signed application to the Guidance Office in a 9x12 stamped, addressed envelope and all other info will be mailed within two weeks.

b. With on-line applications, you access the college’s website to apply, pay the fee with a credit/debit card and then give the stamped, addressed 9x12 envelope to the Guidance Office for mailing of all the backup material.


2. Remember to sign the application, “waiver of rights” form, and complete the heading on the high school report and recommendation forms if provided.  If these forms or other recommendations are going with your application packet from the Guidance Office, make sure you ask your references well in advance or give them a stamped, addressed envelope and ask them to mail it to the college.

3. There are two ways to send your official SAT scores to colleges.

a. During Registration: You receive four free score reports every time you register for the SAT by entering the college code numbers on the registration site.

b. After Registration: You can send score reports at anytime from your MySAT account.  There is an $11.25 fee for sending score reports after registering.        

4.  Remember, the deadline is NOT the day to mail or submit your application.  Don’t wait for the deadline and then rush to complete the application.  Something will happen!

5. WHAT MAKES A REALLY GOOD COLLEGE APPLICATION?  The extras – the extra care, effort and attention you invest in an application to help a college get to know you better.  Admissions people know whether you hastily filled in the blanks just to get the job done, or whether you have thoughtfully used every opportunity to introduce yourself and convince them you would be a contributing member of the college’s student body.  If you’re looking for the BEST response, give it your BEST shot.
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THE COLLEGE VISIT AND INTERVIEW

You visit a college to get a “feel” of the campus where students live, study and learn; to see if the college matches your personality.  Arrange a visit with your parents by calling the admissions office or visiting their website to set up a guided tour either by an admissions person or a student guide.  If possible, visit with someone who already attends; meet professors, visit classes, eat in the cafeteria and maybe even stay overnight.

When going for an interview, arrive a little early and neatly dressed.  If you absolutely cannot make the appointment, call and cancel.  Remember, during the interview you are not only finding out about the college, the college is finding out about you - where you’ve been, where you are and where you’re going as a student and person.  Here are some suggestions for the interview.


1. Be yourself – try to be relaxed.


2. Leave your parents outside unless the interviewer asks them to stay.


3. Remain standing until told to sit.


4. Answer all questions fully and frankly.

5. Be ready to discuss your career interests and plans, extracurricular activities, and recent books you’ve read. 


6. Expect to discuss your SAT/ACT scores, high school grades and class rank.


7. Feel free to ask questions, but don’t ask questions you should know already by visiting the college website such as cost, number of students, freshman requirements, etc.  Here are several sample questions you could ask.


a. How far is this town from (one of our churches if you’re going away.)?


b. Is the faculty available for help and when?


c. For classified students – What special services do you provide for special needs people and who do I contact?  (Remember, under section 504 of the ADA, YOU must ASK for help.


d. What percentage of students pursue graduate studies?


e. How strong is my chosen major at this school?

f. I’ve been active in _________ in high school.  How strong is ________ in this college or are there similar activities?
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g. What kind of placement does the school have in graduate and professional schools?  Is there active recruitment from business firms seeking four year graduates?  Is there a placement office with up-to-date job listings.


h. Is there a career development center that actively works with students to assist in career planning?

Here are questions you might encounter and which you should be prepared to answer.


a. Why have you chosen this particular college?


b. Tell me about your high school…what is the size of the classes, what percentage of students attend college, what type of courses are offered, etc.?


c. What do you expect to gain from a college education?


d. How have you prepared yourself for college?


e. How would you describe yourself to someone who didn’t know you?


f. How have you spent your recent summer and free time?

g. How does your work experience relate to your educational plans?

8. Follow up your visit with a prompt (in one week) thank you note to the admissions person with whom you spoke.  Discuss the visit with the Guidance Office.

CAMPUS TOURS

Campus Tour guides are usually students.  Ask the guides as well as other students any questions that concern you, particularly with regard to student life.  Here are samples.

1. What percentage of students stay on weekends?

2. What kinds of activities are sponsored during the week (ends)?

3. What is dorm life like?  Are there quiet hours?  Are there lounges on each dorm floor?          
   

4. What furnishings are provided in each dorm room?

5. What is the arrangement of the dorms – single sex, coed by wing, coed by floor, or coed by suite?   This is important to establish.  God’s Word plainly teaches us to avoid the appearance of evil and not to lead ourselves into temptation.  Don’t overestimate your own willpower, especially on the first extended time away from your structured home environment.
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6. Are students assigned dorms according to their year in school?  If so, ask to see the freshman dorms.

7. Are fresh linens supplied each week?

8. Where are the laundry facilities?

9. Are there intramural sports?  How many students participate?

10. What are the students’ main interests? eg. basketball, baseball, skiing.

11. Are recreational facilities open to all students?

12. How’s the cafeteria food?

13. What are the library hours?  Where do most students study?

14. Are major transportation facilities nearby?

15. What’s the real total cost per year from a students perspective – tuition, books, fees, transportation, etc.?

16. What’s the distance to wherever a church is where the truth is regularly heard?

17. Does this college meet your educational and career interests and needs?
18. What technology (laptop, Kindle, etc.) is provided and how is tech support?    

TERMINOLOGY

A. EARLY DECISION PLAN: A college may encourage capable students to apply at the end of their junior year or early in their senior year if they commit to attend if admitted.



1. Single choice plan is a student’s commitment to one college to the extent of not applying to any other unless he/she receives a notice of rejection from that college.  Candidates are notified by early December of their senior year.  Consequently, a rejected student still has sufficient time to apply to other schools.  


2. First choice plan is a student’s commitment to a specific college to attend there if accepted.  A student may make application to other colleges under this arrangement, but agrees to attend if accepted by the first choice.


3. Students applying for early decision should complete all required admission testing early in their senior year.             
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B. EARLY ACCEPTANCE: Some colleges accept a few highly qualified and socially mature juniors at the end of junior year.

C. DEFERRED ADMISSIONS: A student is granted admission with the understanding that enrollment is delayed for one year.

D. CANDIDATES COMMON REPLY DATE: Colleges that participate in this agreement send out their notices of acceptance and/or rejection by April or earlier.  The students applying to these schools may wait until a common date in May, agreed upon by the colleges, to notify the specific college he/she is going to attend.  Simultaneously, the student should withdraw application to other colleges where accepted.

E. ROLLING ADMISSIONS: Increasingly, colleges are processing applications immediately and notifying the applicants of the decision.  If accepted, a deposit is required.

F. DIVISION OF COLLEGE YEAR: 


1. Semester – division of school year into two parts with Summer I + II sessions.


2. Trimester – division of the school year into three parts.


3. Quarters – division of the school year into four parts  

     
   

 

G. FRESHMAN PROFILE: Many colleges provide a profile of the most recent freshman class, including average SAT’s, rank in class, leadership positions held by entering freshman, male/female breakdown, AP scores, etc.

H. COLLEGE ADMISSIONS: The Decision Making Process: College admissions people generally take into account the following factors in order of presentation.

1. Curriculum


A. The scope, sequence and level of difficulty of each course taken (AP, college prep, general level).


B. The relevance of the courses to the applicant’s intended undergraduate major.

2. Academic Achievement


A. Academic performance.


B. Grading patterns – for four years, each marking period and term, rank, QGPA.

C. NMSQT Commended Students, Semi-finalists and Finalists.

D. SAT I and II, ACT and AP Test scores.

3. Non-academic considerations


A. Recommendations from teachers, employers, counselors, etc.

B. Activities: school, community, volunteer, church, summer experiences, college study, leadership experiences, special talents, etc.
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C. Personal attributes and other considerations:



1. Family ties to the college;



2. Academic reputation of the high school; number of applications from the school, number of past successes from the school;



3. Overall Appearance of the completed application;



4. CONTENT AND STRUCTURE OF REQUIRED ESSAYS;



5. Compliance with application instructions.

4. College Interests – Admissions people also consider the needs of their institution when they evaluate a candidate for admission.  Since colleges want a diversified student body, sex, age, race, geographical origin, religious background, school background and academic interests are among other factors considered.

We hope this guide is helpful.  Careful reading should give you a good grasp of the step-by-step process you will follow when applying to college.  You will have to make many decisions in the short space of ten months.  We hope you feel the need to lay all these matters in the right place, to seek that most important guidance and direction from above.
  Best wishes for all things most needful.

APPTRACK FORM
NAME OF COLLEGE
DEADLINE
APP COMPLETED
REF
B/U SENT
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